Bellows Falls Farmers’ Market Association 

Rule Book

Membership

The BFFMA is a cooperative.  The annual membership fee for joining the cooperative is $50.  Membership is open to all vendors participating in the market at least 75% of the market days.  Each membership confers one vote at meetings, and a permanent spot at the market.

Space Fees

Fees are collected from all vendors to cover insurance, advertising, and general market costs.  Members of the BFFMA Coop have a choice of paying a flat rate of $240 for the entire season, or 6% of gross sales each market.  Vendors who will not be present at a minimum of 75% of the markets can sell at the market as day vendors.  Day vendors pay 10% of gross sales each day.  Day vendor spaces are assigned on an as-available basis.  

Applications

All vendors, seasonal and day, must fill out an application to sell at the market.  Prospective seasonal vendors who apply to the market will be accepted as space provides.  All applications must contain a complete list of products to be sold at the market.  Any changes to that list must be approved by the Board.

Spaces

All spaces in the parking lot will be 12’ by 10’.  The board will make decisions about space assignments.  Day vendors will be assigned a spot on the day of the market on a first come first serve basis.  Any vendor with a physical condition that requires alternate arrangements should discuss this with the market manager or a board member in advance.

Shared Booths
Sharing a booth will be allowed under the following conditions: 1) Each producer must pay the $50 membership fee. 2) Each producer must pay commissions separately.  3) Each producer must have a knowledgeable representative present at the market on a given day.  4) Producers must still sell only their own product.

Set up and Market Presence

The market will run from May 15, 2009 to October 16, 2009, from 4:00 to 7:00 PM.  All vendors are required to be present for the entirety of these hours unless previously granted permission from the board. No sales may occur before 4:00 PM.   

Vendors are asked to be present and completely set up 15 minutes prior to market (3:45).  Unused spots will be assigned to day vendors at 3:30 PM.  

Appropriate parking areas for vendors will be noted the first market day, please see market manager for questions about parking.

Absences
Because empty spaces are 1) very unsightly at the market, and 2) could be rented to day vendors, seasonal vendors are asked to notify the market manager within 24 hours of market if they will be absent from market.  Failure to notify the manager will result in a $10 fee, the amount the market could have made if the space had been rented to a day vendor.

Vendor Criteria and Regulations


The market is a producers-only market, meaning that all products sold must be grown, produced or made by the vendor.  The vendor must play an active role in the production of the product.

Preference will be given to vendors from Windham, Windsor, Cheshire and Sullivan counties.  All vendors must be from within a 100-mile radius of Bellows Falls.  

To prevent product saturation, the Board shall limit future vendors of a particular product if they deem the supply of that product to be more than adequate.  Day vendors will be allowed based on the need for a particular product at the market.

Upon request of the Board, a visit to the vendor’s production sire must be permitted.  Refusal is grounds for dismissal from the market.

Any vendor selling products by weight must use scales capable of being inspected and certified by the State of Vermont.  

The Vendor will be responsible for adherence to any state or federal regulations regarding handling, licensing, permitting and inspection of prepared foods, meat and dairy items.  

Vendors are responsible for reporting gross sale figures to the market manager at the close of each market.  Collection of any Vermont state sales tax is the responsibility of the vendor.

The following items may be sold:

-Fresh and canned produce, flowers, seeds and seedlings, honey, maple syrup, natural fibers, skins, eggs, meat, cheese, and other farm products.

-Homemade baked goods and prepared foods that collectively contain at least three local ingredients.

-Home or studio made craft items that utilize local agricultural materials as much as possible.  Not allowed are flea market items, used clothing, antiques, or crafts from kits.  If in doubt, please ask the Board.

- Any purchased plant items (starts, etc.) sold at the market must be grown by the vendor for at least eight weeks prior to selling. 

-All items must originate in Vermont or New Hampshire and be produced by the vendor. No product may be bought for resale at the market.

Prepared foods
Any vendor selling prepared foods must use at least three ingredients across their entire menu on a given day, which are grown or produced in Vermont or New Hampshire.  These ingredients must be visibly displayed to customers at the market.

Value Added Products

Value added products must be either made by the vendor, or made by another party using materials grown by the vendor if the vendor is legally or financially prohibited from making the product themselves.  The BFFMA Board of Directors will settle all questions, and their decision is final.

Crafts

Crafters will be present at the market only on the third Friday of each month, tying into the open galleries taking place downtown on these days.  Crafters who were present at the market in 2004 or 2005 are grandfathered into the system and are welcome each week.  

In return

In return for adhering to the requirements of the Farmers Market, we will strive to provide the vendor with the best possible market experience.  We offer a beautiful location with restrooms, electricity, emergency phone use and ample parking.  We try to pack the market full of programs to draw more people to the market.  We work to create a widely advertised and promoted Farmers Market that will consider your needs as much as reasonably possible.  

